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LIMITED WARRANTY 

 

WARRANTY FOR SPRIG MASTER II 

 

If within first 60 days from the date of delivery, this Sprig Master II fails due to a defect in material or 

workmanship, Spriggers Choice Inc. will repair it free of charge. 60 to 90 days Spriggers Choice will partici-

pate in 50% of the cost to repair. This applies to all customers USA or International. Warranty request must be 

backed up with photos e-mail transmitted and written explanation of problem. Any warranty work by customer 

must be backed up with a bill wi explanation. SCI will strive to resolve any problems as quickly as possible. 

 

Warranty service is available by contacting 

Spriggers Choice Inc. 

637 West Lee Street 

Dawson, Georgia 39842 

229-995-4116 

 

This warranty gives you specific legal rights, and you may have other rights, which vary, from state to state. 

                                       Signed: Jesse B. Grimsley, Jr., CEO   

 

SPRIG MASTER II 

 

OWNER/OPERATORS MANUAL 

 

Your Sprig Master II sprig planter has been designed for safe and dependable operation.  Please read this 

manual thoroughly before operating the machine to insure that you understand its operation features and the 

many safety suggestions that are included.  Safety warnings and cautions are preceded by this triangular sign. 

  Please pay special attention to these warnings as it could save you from great personal injury. 

 

Spriggers Choice Inc. appreciates your purchase of this fine machine and hopes that you will have many 

enjoyable hours while using it.  For warranty purposes and other possible service requirements we ask that you 

fill in the following information for reference. 

 

Purchase Date: ___/___/___ 

 

Serial Number: _____________ 

 

SAFETY 

Please take note of all the safety alerts located on the machine.  Always keep safety shields in places and 

in good condition.  Install transport lockout when transporting on highways.  Do not allow persons to 

operate this machine until they have read this manual and understand how it works and understand the 

safety precautions.  When transporting on highways make sure that lighting and appropriate markings 

are in place. 

 

 

 

 

 



3. 

SPRIG MASTER II  -  BASIC FUNCTION 

 

The Sprig Master II was designed to be used with an agricultural  tractor with a minimum of 25 drawbar  

horsepower. It should be equipped with one set of remote hydraulic outlets and a 540-RPM Power Take Off 

(PTO).  The Sprig Master II is towed by the tractor and uses a hydraulic pump attached to the PTO to 

provide power to the chopper cylinder.  A set of hydraulic hoses attach to the tractor remotes provide power 

to the lift cylinders for raising and lowering the Sprigger. 

 

Sod is placed on the feed conveyor, it can be slabs or in a roll, it is then fed into the chopper by the conveyor, 

which is powered by ground drive wheels. This keeps the feed rate constant regardless of the ground speed.  

The sod is torn into sprigs by the chopper and dropped onto the ground in front of planting coulters.  These 

coulters are spaced on two-inch centers and cover a width of 48 inches.  The depth which they press the 

sprigs into the ground is controlled by the drive wheels.  The coulters pivot to allow turns up to 45 degrees 

without furrowing the soil.  The drive wheels press the soil around the sprigs after planting, however, they do 

not cover the full area and a subsequent roller operation is required. 

 

An  optional slab tray can be added to the sprigger to carry from 24 to 30 slabs into the work area.   

 

 OPERATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

First Attach the Sprigger to the tractor drawbar using the 2” hitch ball provided.  Next install the hydraulic 

pump to the tractor PTO, be sure and secure it to the tractor using the stop bar and chain.  Finally, attach the 

hydraulic hoses to the tractor remote outlets.  Before operating machine certain checks should be made, first 

inspect the conveyor and chopper area to make sure there are no obstructions, check the oil reservoir to make 

sure the oil level is up to the lower neck of the fill tube, and be sure the cutoff valve on the reservoir is open.  

See page 8 for oil type.   

 

 CAUTION:  When connecting the hydraulic hoses to the tractor for the first time, do not allow 

anyone to stand on the operator platform.  The hoses and cylinders may have air trapped in them, which 

could cause erratic operation.  This could cause the operator to fall and get hurt.  Work the lift wheels up and 

down several times to remove the air from the lines.   

 

Set the planting depth.   To set the depth sprigs will be placed into the ground, first find a level stretch of 

ground lower the machine into the ground.  Next level the top of the machine with the ground (if necessary) 

by adjusting the turnbuckle above the tongue of the machine.  Once the machine is level measure from the 

center of one of the disc to the ground, subtract this dimension from 6 ½” and the results will be how deep 

sprigs will be planted. If an adjustment is necessary, lower the lift wheels and raise the sprigger off the 

ground, then locate the threaded support rods attached to the rear of the sprigger and to the drive wheel 

support arms.  To increase planting depth, turn the nut 

on the bottom side of the arm clockwise.  This should move the nut toward the lower end of the rod.  Next, 

adjust the nut on top of the spring down until the spring is slightly compressed by the nut.  To decrease the 

planting depth use the reverse order, raise the nut on top of the spring first then the one beneath the support 

arm.  It may be necessary to adjust the turnbuckle above the tongue to level the machine if large changes in 

planting depth were made. 

 

 



4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set the output rate.  The output rate of the sprigger comes from the factory set at a 21 to 1 ratio of ground 

movement compared to conveyor chain movement.  This has worked well with most grasses and conditions.  

However, if you desire to speed up or slow down the feed conveyor the easiest place to accomplish this is to 

exchange the outside & inside sprocket on the  jackshaft. Behind the lift tire. Slow the  speed down by increas-

ing out side sprocket (driven sprocket), speed up by increasing the inside sprocket (drive sprocket for next 

sprocket). If large changes were made to size of the sprocket, an adjustment to the drive chain length may be 

necessary.There is a 4028 and 4030 sprocket provided. We have found that each tooth represents 100 sq. foot 

change in rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting Ground Speed and Chopper Speed.   The ground speed at which you travel will be largely 

dependent on ground conditions, slope, curves, soil firmness etc.  The sprigger can operate efficiently at 

speeds up to 5 MPH.  When selecting which gear to use on the tractor one other factor must be considered 

which is the size of the sprigs being planted.  The sprigger is designed to operate with the tractor PTO turning 

540 RPM; however, this speed can be varied.  The sod will be torn into the smallest sprigs when the PTO is 

running at 540; by decreasing this speed the chopper turns slower and produces larger sprigs.  If you use 

different  

grass varieties you may find that different chopper speeds work well for different grasses.  Simply put, you 

may want to choose a higher gear on the tractor and slow  the engine RPM to get the  desirable sprig size. 

 CAUTION:   Remember to always drive slowly around curves and to go up and down slopes to 

minimize rollover. 

 

Loading the Conveyor.  The conveyor can be loaded with either cut slabs or rolls.  When using slabs the slab 

tray is recommended to carry extra sod for longer planting cycles.  Two rows of sixteen or eighteen inch wide 

slabs can be fed lengthwise into the chopper.  When initially starting with slabs stagger the two rows by a few 

inches to allow time for the operator to work each row as replacement slabs are placed on the conveyor.  This 

also reduces the potential for problems with end pieces entering the chopper at the same time. 

 

When loading rolls into the machine, it is recommended that fork lifts or front end loaders be used to handle 

the heavy loads.  Rolls should be placed onto the conveyor with the outside end facing the front of the 

machine.  Netting on rolls is allowed, but they will require additional periodic maintenance to the chopper 

cylinder, as it will accumulate over time.  Never load rolls in excess of 1600 lbs. 

 

 

Planting the Sprigs.  First engage the tractor PTO and start the chopper cylinder, then lower the machine onto 

the ground.  Select a gear which will give the desired speed and sprig size.  Begin forward motion slowly 

especially if an operator is standing on the rear platform of the sprigger.  Pull the sprigger over the intended 

planting area, raising and lowering the unit at the ends while making turns.  If the turn area is large enough and 

also needs planting you can leave it in the ground for more efficiency.   When negotiating curves steer the 

Rate change 
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MAINTENANCE 

 

The Sprig Master II has been designed and built to give many years of dependable service.  To achieve this 

goal a good regular maintenance program is necessary.  The following items should be checked on the interval 

indicated and proper corrections made if problems are found. 

Once each day or every eight hours: 

§ Check the oil level in the hydraulic reservoir, it should be filled to the bottom of the inlet elbow.  If it is 

not, replenish with John Deere Type 303 Hydraulic Oil  or equivalent. 

§ Check hydraulic hoses for leaks around fittings and all hoses.  If leaks are found at fittings, tighten until 

leak stops or if necessary separate fittings clean and apply new sealant.  

WARNING:  Do not check for hose leaks with bare hands.  Oil under pressure can spray small streams 

with enough impact to penetrate skin and enter your bloodstream and cause serious infections and death.  

Use cardboard to check for hose leaks if they are under pressure. 

 

§ Check for loose bolts, nuts and chains; tighten as necessary. 

§ Check the Chopper Cylinder for damage and obstructions; also check chopper blades for wear.  Repair 

damages or remove obstructions as required. If blades are worn severely, rotate or replace as necessary. 

§ Inspect conveyor chain and sprockets for damage.  Repair as required. 

§ Inspect PTO pump to make sure it is attached securely to the tractor.  Make any necessary adjustments. 

 

Once each week or every 50 hours: 

§ Inspect bearings and mounts; lubricate all relube bearings. 

§ Lubricate turnbuckle and depth adjustment rods with light weight oil. 

§ Lubricate chains with light weight oil. 

 

Once each year: 

§ Change the hydraulic oil filter with replacement number: MFE 80-25/2.  If the hydraulic motor becomes 

sluggish, check the oil level, check for kinks in hoses and  that the cutoff valve is open.  If none of these 

problems are present, change the oil filter even if a year has not passed since the last change. 

§ Repaint any scratched or bare metal to prevent rust and add life to the sprigger. 
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SPECIFICATIONS: 
Length:  126in. 

Working Width: 48in. 

Transport Width: 80in. 

Width with slab rack:  72 1/2 in. 

Height in transport: 48in. 

Height in operation: 40 in. 

Weight  (empty) 1650 lbs. 

 

Reservoir oil type: John Deer Type 303 

Oil Filter: MFE 80-25/2 

 

Options 
Option: Acreage or Hectare  counter 

 

Option: Hydraulic overdrive has been added as an option to the SMII 4’. It gives some neat advantages to 
the sod to sprigs operation. 

1. You can make sprigs in a stationary position. 

2. You can use it on the go. The ground drive wheels will take over the speed control by limiting the ability 

of the hydraulics. The hydraulics will take over when you lift it to go over sprinklers or when the rear drive 

tires come off the ground in a bridging situation. 

3.  You can turn valve on machine that is inline  to a  position that will let the hydraulic oil circulate through 

the motor while planting. This keeps you from have to take it on and off during operation. For instance if 

you only have one set of hydraulics on the tractor you are using. 

 

OPTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hydraulic Drive  director valve (Old style) in closed position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

                                               Hydraulic Drive  valve (New Style) 12 volt Normally open . 
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Option: New Spring Loaded Coulter. This helps in rocky or trash situations. Keeps from hav-

ing all the weight being out on one coulter arm. They still swivel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRONT PARTS LIST 

 
 ITEM  DESCRIPTION    PART NO.  QTY. 

   1  ACRE COUNTER    30-050-016     1 

   2  SPROCKET, 40X28T    30-052-022     1 

   SPROCKET, 40X30T    30-052-023     1 

  

  Motor  SPROCKET, 40X60 w/1”Hub  30-052-009     1 

   3  FILTER ELEMENT, MFE-80-25/2  30-060-022     1 

   4  POST, SIDE TRAY    30-026-046     2 

   5  HYDRAULIC MOTOR, 5.9 CID  30-060-006     1  

   6  HYDRAULIC PUMP. 540 RPM  30-060-001     1 
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LEFT SIDE PARTS LIST 

 

 ITEM  DESCRIPTION    PART NO.  QTY. 

    1  SPROCKET, 40X45T, 1 3/8 B.  30-052-007    1 

    2  SPROCKET, 40X20T, 1 1/8 B.  30-052-005    1 

    3  SPROCKET, 40X60T, 1”   B.  30-052-009    1 

    4  SPROCKET,, IDLER, 40-17T  30-052-018    3 

    5  SPROCKET, 40X20T,  1”B.  30-052-005    1 

    6  DBL. SPROCKET, 40X24T.  30-052-004    1 

    7  HYD. CYLINDER, 2 X 6    30-060-005    2 

    8                        40 roller chain approximate 9 feet per machine order a 10’ box to chain machine 
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RIGHT SIDE PARTS LIST 

 

ITEM  DESCRIPTION    PART NO. QTY. 

   1  WHEEL ASSEMBLY, 20.5 X 8 X 10 30-058-004    2 

   2  COULTER ARM    30-080-117    24 

   3  COULTER BLADES, 13”   30-027-056    24 

   4  SPROCKET,  40x20 w/ 1-1/4” Hub  30-080-071    2 

   5  SPROCKET, 40x20 w/1-1/2” Hub  30-052-005    1 

   6  WHEEL ASS’Y, 18.5 X 8 X 8.5  30-058-001    4 

   7  BEARING, 1 1/2 w/ 2 hole cast flg  30-051-009    4 

   8  SPROCKET, 40x54 w 1-1/8 hub  30-052-008    1 (Old 1” hub) 

   9  SPROCKET, 40x20 w/1/18” Hub  30-052-005    1 (Old 1” Hub) 

  10  SPROCKET, 40x45 w/1-3/8” Hub  30-052-007    1 

  11  BEARING, PILLOW 1” B.  30-051-007    2 

  12  BEARING, PILLOW 1 1/8” B.  30-051-004    2 

  13  BEARING, PILLOW 1 3/8” B.  30-051-005    2 

  14  IDLET SPROCKET, 17T   30-052-018    3 

  15  SPRING ROD    30-080-131    1 

  16  COMPRISSION SPRING   30-050-009    1 
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 CUTTER PARTS LIST 

                                         48”            52” 

 ITEM  DESCRIPTION    PART NO.  QTY.          QTY. 

    1  CUTTER KNIFE    30-050-003    33               37 

    2  NUT, CUTTER BOLT   30-050-014    33               37 

    3  BOLT, CUTTER    30-050-001    33               37 

                  4                        Cutter Bar SMII 48 
             5                        Cutter Bar SMII 52” 

 Note:: newer machine have double the blade tabs as shown here. 

4 

5 
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Item Description part #               Qty. 

  1        DSV2 –100-2-NOS-    SC452-111    1 

 N-D1D 2 way/position 

 12V DC Cart VL 

   

  2     B-100-2-3N 2 way  SC452-003     1 

 Body for Deltrol cart VL  

 

   3 1/2” female pipe tee 8FP-TEE     2 

   4 1/2” male pipe conn.   8MP-8MP     3 

   5 1/2’ female p/conn 8FP-8FP     1 

   6 1/2x3/8” m/pipe conn 8MP-6MP     1 

   7 1/2x3/8” m/p elbow 8MP-6MP90     1 

   8 male bosss. x fm pipe 6MB-8FP     1 

   9       3/8 m. Boss/3/8 f. Pipe 90 6MB-6FP90     1 

This 12 Volt valve is normally open and is closed when the wires are hot. Use in the open position when hy-

draulics are not needed. Use closed when hydraulics are hooked to tractor and engaged.  

Example of use. Use when working over sprinkler heads and making sprigs standing still. 
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Hydraulic Pump Attachment 

Smaller 
hose to 
motor 

Arrow on pump 
located as 
indicated  

Large hose to hydraulic 
tank on right side looking 
from the rear. 

AS you can see the pump is being 
feed three times as much fluid as it 
is putting out. There is always 4.5 
gallons in the tank 
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